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These days people keep wondering whether the world is more dangerous now than it was 

before. Do natural disasters really happen more frequently or is it just that the damage they 

cause that has become greater? The situation is not quite clear. As a result of the globalizing 

world and advanced communication infrastructure, the number of known / reported 

catastrophes is relatively high, but that does not necessarily mean there has been an actual 

increase in frequency. The red mud spill in Hungary was a special combination of industrial 

and natural disasters. This is one of the reasons why it is very hard to pinpoint who is 

responsible for the event. Natural disasters tend to raise questions about responsibility that 

are different from those concerning industrial catastrophes. Interestingly enough, however, 

nature often plays an important role in industrial disasters. The present article is concerned 

with how the issues of responsibility are handled in the case of industrial disasters.  

 


